
CUSTOMS, EXCISE AND SALES DUTY (AMENDMENT)
(NO. 2) ACT, 1972

No. 36 o f 1972

A R R A N G E M E N T  O F  S E C T IO N S
SECTION

1. S hort title an d  com m encem ent
2. R ep lacem en t of section 27 Act No. 22 of 1970
3. R ep lacem en t o f section 31
4. A m endm ent o f section 34
5. A m endm ent of section 35
6. A m endm ent of section 56 (2)
7. A m endm ent o f section 77 (18)
8. A m endm ent o f section 112
9. A m endm ent o f section 115

AN ACT TO AMEND THE CUSTOMS, EXCISE AND SALES 
DUTY ACT, 1970.
Date o f  Assent: 19.12.72.
Date o f Commencement :
E N A C T E D  by the P arliam en t of Botswana.



Short title 
and com­
mencement

Replacement 
of section 27 
Act No. 22 of 
1970

Replacement 
of section 31
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voiu me

1. T his Act m ay be cited as the Customs, Excise and  Sales 
D uty  (A m endm ent) (No. 2) Act, 1972, and shall be deem ed to 
have com e in to  operation  on the 14th Septem ber, 1972.

2. T he Customs, Excise and Sales D uty Act, 1970 (hereinafter 
referred to as the principal Act) is am ended  by substitu ting  for 
section 27 thereo f the following new section —
-Ascer taining 27. ( l)T h e  q u an tity  of spirits in any con tainer m ay be 

calculated  by m easuring the mass or volume.
(2) In  ascertaining the q u an tity  of spirits by m easur­

ing the mass, the tables prescribed in the regulations 
shall be used, and the q u an tity  ascertained in accordance 
w ith the said tables shall be deem ed to be the true 
q u an tity  of such spirits for the purposes of this A ct.” .

3. T he principal Act is am ended by substitu ting for section 
31 thereof the following new section —

31. (1) (a) For the purposes of this Act, the
strength  of any spirits or spirituous p rep ara tio n  im ported  
into Botswana shall be taken to be th a t shown on test 
by G ay Lussac’s hydrom eter at a tem peratu re  o f 15° 
Celsius and the strength  of any spirits or spirituous 
p rep ara tio n  m anufactu red  in Botswana shall be taken 
to be th a t shown on test by Sikes’ hydrom eter, in 
accordance w ith the tables used w ith such hydrom eters.

'Ascertainiir  
strength of 
spirits

(b) I f  in the opinion of an officer the streng th  of 
any spirits canno t im m ediately  or accurately  
be ascertained by hydrom eter, the strength  
m ay be ascertained in such o ther m an n er as 
the D irector m ay determ ine.

(2) In  any entry , certificate, re tu rn , invoice, de­
claration  or o ther docum ent rendered to the departm en t 
in accordance w ith the provisions of this Act in respect 
o f im ported  spirits or spirituous p reparations, the 
strength  of such spirits or spirituous prepara tions shall 
be declared in term s of the conten t of absolute alcohol 
by volum e a t 15° Celsius and  for this purpose every 
one per cent of absolute alcohol by volum e shall be 
deem ed to be and  m ay be expressed as one degree of 
absolute alcohol by volum e.

(3) For the purposes of calcu lating  the du ty , 1 litre 
of spirits a t p roof strength  as determ ined  by Sikes’



hydrom eter shall be deem ed to be equal to 0,571 
litre of absolute alcohol by volum e.”

4. Section 34 o f the principal Act is am ended  by substituting 
for subsection (2) thereof the following new subsection —

“ (2) W here less than  50 per cent by volum e of 
the w ine m anufactu red  in any custom s and  excise 
w arehouse is m anufactu red  from wine o r grapes 
orig inating  in a district w ith in  400 kilom eters of such 
warehouse, the M inister m ay prescribe a fixed allowance 
in respect of w orking and processing losses and  losses 
due to n a tu ra l causes w hich shall be g ran ted  in  lieu of 
the allow ance in respect of such losses provided for 
in section 19 (5 ).”

5. Section 35 o f the principal Act is am ended  —
(a) by substitu ting  for subsections (1), (2) and  (3) thereof 

the following new subsections —
“ (1) I f  the relative density before ferm entation  of 

any worts to be used in the m anufacture of beer in 
Botswana, in the collecting or ferm enting vessels in a 
customs and  excise m anufactu ring  w arehouse exceeds 
by m ore th an  2 per cent the relative density which 
should, according to the m anufacturing  records of the 
m anufactu rer be the relative density of such worts, 
such m anufactu rer shall be guilty o f an  offence.

(2) Bates’ saccharom eter and tables shall be used to 
ascertain  the relative density of worts, and  1 ° of relative

density shall be taken to. be equal to one-thousandth  
p a rt of the relative density of distilled w ater a t 15,6° 
Celsius.

(3) W hen ferm entation  has com m enced in any 
worts so th a t the original relative density cannot 
be ascertained by the prescribed saccharom eter, such 
relative density shall be determ ined  in  accordance 
w ith  the regulations” ;

and
(b) by substitu ting  for p a rag rap h  (a) of subsection (8) thereof 

the following new p arag rap h  —
“ (a) I f  the relative density before ferm entation of 

any beer in any container bearing  an  indication 
of a nam e registered w ith the D irecto r under

Amendmeru 
of section 34

A m endm ent 
of section 35



Amendment 
of  section 56
( 2)

this section, is ascertained to be h igher or 
lower th an  the relative density before ferm ent­
ation specified in  the subitem  o f ta riff  item  
104.10 so registered in re la tion  to beer of such 
nam e, the m anufactu rer shall be liable for duty  
on the full q u an tity  o f the brew  or blend of 
brews of beer from  w hich such con tainer was 
filled, a t the ra te  of du ty  applicab le to beer 
o f the same relative density before fe rm antation  
as th a t ascertained in respect o f the contents 
o f such con tainer or to beer o f the sam e relative 
density before ferm entation as th a t registered 
in  relation  to the nam e on such container, 
w hichever is the h igher ra te  of d u ty .” .

6. Section 56 (2) of the principal Act is am ended  by substitu ting 
for the w ord “ w eight” which occurs in the penultim ate line thereof 
the w ord “ mass” .

Amendment 
of section 77
(18)

Amendment 
of section 112

A mendment 
of section 1 ] 5

7. Section 77 (18) of the principal Act is am ended by substituting 
for p a rag rap h  (a) thereof the following new p arag rap h  —

“ (a) in  the case of im ported  crude petroleum  
n ap h th a  for use in the refining of petroleum  
products, or im ported  or excisable petrol or 
aviation spirits, 0,25 per cent of any quan tity  
entered for storage in any customs and  excise 
storage w arehouse;” .

8. Section 112 of the principal Act is am ended  by substitu ting 
for subsection (1) thereof the following new subsection —

“ (1) Except as elsewhere provided in  this Act, 
the M inister m ay prescribe the instrum ents, m eters, 
gauges, and other appliances and the tables, form ulae 
and  o ther m ethods of calculation to be used in ascertain­
ing the mass, quan tity , strength , relative density, 
tem peratu re, pressure or any other characteristic of 
any  goods for the purposes of this A ct.” .

9. Section 115 of the principal Act is am ended —
(a) by substitu ting for parag rap h s (a) and (b) of subsection (1) 

thereof the following new p arag raphs —
“ (a) carbide of calcium  w hich, when treated  with 

w ater yields less th an  250 litres of gas from 
1 kilogram , the gas being m easured a t 15° 
Celsius under a pressure of 101,325 kilopascal;



(b) cigarettes w ith  a mass of m ore th an  2 kilogram s 
per 1 000 c igarettes;” ;

(b) by substitu ting  for su b p arag rap h  (i) of p a rag rap h  (d) of 
subsection (1) thereof the following new su b p arag rap h  —

“ (i) swords, cutlasses, bayonets, daggers and  knives 
w ith cu tting  edges o f 10 centim eters or m ore 
in length (excluding such knives ord inarily  used 
for dom estic purposes, in  agricu ltu re or in the 
m eat tra d e )” ;

(c) by substitu ting  for subsection (9) thereof the following new 
subsection —

“ (9) No person shall m anufactu re cigarettes the 
mass of tobacco of w hich exceeds 2 kilogram s per 1 000 
cigarettes.”

Passed by the N ational Assembly this 26th day of O ctober, 1972.

I .P .  G o n t s e ,
C lerk of the N ational Assembly


